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and facultiée, Inntead, therefore, of interferng
wilh business, duty, sobriety, piety _mg}, . hunn‘- 1_:!!.
virtue, apd reversnes Asnisement, VW

persenting 4 them all.
merely ax s inciple, advances and supporis the

Dhe nhmpﬂ‘hr ph.'f‘ a part of every day, I’(ll‘l:f
mere powerfully and to bettor resilts for the eet ¢
e time: the eart that is gay for an hour, is more
serieus for the other hours of the day; the consnence
that s for 8 apace 1 more active when it wikes;

he that rests is more vigorous than the will that
I alwayr struined. .

You soe, then, that ] put amneemont Ammg the
pesesearion and pot the luxnries of life. Like sugar,
which was long thought o mere pulate-pleaser, but
which now turus cut l,n'fh- an indispe nsable constitoent
of the blood, and Enr of I’th:i moat pourishing and
mpecessary articles of buman food, smuscment s 8 pe-
ieal interest and concorn ef rocioty, sud
cuce and weaknoss, to be excosed
or, Bociety is the betler, the safor,
fhe more morn] and religions, for smusement. It is 8=,
geod & friend to the church s it isto the theater; to
sound morals and unsuperstitious piety, as it is 19
bealth and happiness, 'llhv very word_mereation enar-
ries its argument in ita etymology. To recreate is to
re-erente, and pleasure and picty have, iu this direes
$iom, an identical aim—to renew sud cdify our patare,
Amusement, it is tree, recrentos in 4 very differvnt
masner from piety. It dovs not mnke the boue and
sinew, but supplies the rouminess of the masele, the
fat and moisture of the system ~pud while one gives
sireogth and wize, the other gives flexibility, cose nud
grace. Both are nccensary Lo build up the perfoct

MAD.

But bere 1 shall be met with the suggestion that,
sllowing all this, amusement, fulling in with the tastes,
‘she m. the selfiindulgent propensities of Lumanity
—being i its very nature euaay, carvless aud pay—
tepds  wlways fo  cxcess;  provides smply  sod
extravagantly for its own grabfication; ix is
leogue with' the venity, Vieew, sud  daugerous
paesions of the humen heart; aod, instead of
sountenance &nd encoursgement frour the  ma-
rioue clase, needs only its rebuke aud restraint.
Ny, that the very object of religion is to produce &
seriousness, self-denin] and consecration which pleas-
wre in every form assails and renders difficult: that it
attaches to the world those whom piety is sveking to
detach from the world; produces giddiness where re-

would give sobriety, sod promotes polf-forget-
and indifference in those whom God's word s
seeking to make thoughtful and asgicis. Many good
and wise people, who have not the least idea of sve-
amusement go out of fashion, and who would con-
fees that what they themeclver call innocent amusc-
ment is necessary and legitimate; who look at the
s of {onn chidren—the game st ball, or the
ter's flight, the walk in the couutry, the wutting
party, a game at choquers or chess, the music of the
ano, the wit and humor of & tiue story—with sympa-
¥y, nevertheless thirk it their duty to resist the prin-
eiple of amuscment, lest, under any concession of its
Jawfulness, excers phonld find shylter,

There is, however, no grentor mistake in the world
than fo imegine that, taking ociety togethor, the love
of amusemout is an overweenlug passion of humunity.
Doubtless it is the ruin of a class.  But seltishuess, the
root of depravity, snd the mother of human evils, flods
#s chief ontlets snd manifetations o the renves and
anxious passions of men—in cupidity, the love of
mﬂ, envy, jealousy and malice. Out of the prend

ire to appropriate wealth, power, place, or to uvuid
want, subwission aod injury, spriug the worst churac.
teristics of kociety. Falsechood, fruud, violeace, uuger,
cunning, slandes, meanness, aputhy, vice and crime,
eriginate in selfishoees, which is ordinarily uasoctal,
stern, sober, luborious, and fur as posaible from pleas-
mre or diversion, Instesd of being self-forgetful, dus-
d to relaxation, playful or gay, it i« su‘l!:.-n, intio.
ective, tightly girded, apd i no mood for delizht,
or certainly we must not confound thingws different,
and call the grim eatisfaction with which the miser
pursues his gains, the tyrant his vietins, the rogue his
prize, with which eavy surveye the mortification of &
eompetitor, or hatred the misfortune of an encmy, or
usy the pangs of & rival—sinusemont,

Nor are the vices of society, drunkenuess, lust and
gambling, to be placed among the reluzations and
amusements of mankind., They are the serivus snd
borrible outbreak of lawless nppetites, which donothing
to reereate, but ouly to dostroy. 11 they are often fouu
in conuection with the plessures of the world, they are
just as often found iu sbaodute separadion from them.
1udm<d. the Inck of the whoiesvme e xcitowent of pleas-
ure is commonly eeen producing the notlous ercites
ment of viee; aed intewperance, st and gumbling,
have doveetated conunupities i which public diver-
gions have been serupulously forbidden,  Itis a teri.
ble fict, thut the tirst hundred years of Puritanicn in
New-Fogland was marked alike by ascetic publie
wanners, and the prevalence of vices slmost unbenrd
of in our free and more indulgent socicty; and it is
even now asserted that e soberest of our eistar States
contributes wore than any other 8tute in the Uuion o
the sad catalogue ot {emale frailty. .

There is hardly & more ba.lvfeﬂ error in the world

then that which has produced the feud botween moral-
ity and amusement, piety snd plessure. By present-
ing as the mark for reprobation the reacreations io-
stead of the sins of society; by confounding mmusements
with vices, the morul feoling of the world hes been
wastefully diverted from its opposition to ahsolute
wrong and depraviog affections isto oppuosition to
things innocent, indifferent, or hurtful oaly in excess;
and thug & very mischievous confusion bas been intro-
duced into the vatural and the Christian conscicuce of
evil. Consider the thick darkness, the abseace of
futerior light and moral order, which is Lkely to reign
o a soul that has beey iustructed to put dancing, sad
the frequentations of shows, epectaclos end balls ioto
the same disallowanee and reprobution iu which lymg,
slander, hatred aud unchestity arv kept, and to reckon
the love of fun, guyety and rocial excitement as & de-
praved and Satavic affection!  What hut morad confu-
sion, secret protest, iosidious reveoges, privats viecs,
latent skepticism, sud laxity in dirsetious not opsa to
obecrvation or suspicion, can result-to many, from
such unwarranted sud unnotural classifications? 1t is
troe the sccond generntion often puys the peusity of
the nsceticism of the first, but the first usgally bus n
Tuinous pity on iteelf, sad tréats its resolution in dark
and deadly woys. We cansot sfford to waste our
moral fecling, our sensibility to sin, our powers of
sell-control and of resistance, upon false ispune or on
artificial sins.  We want ol the tenderues: aud all the
mmy of conscience—ulf the ameaablenies to duty,
all the fear of God we hive or can caltivate, where-
with to encounter real sins, the actuul tomptations of
the devil, the positive wroupy o which humaa life and
charaetor ure expossd.  Kvery witifieiad wrong, every-
thing pronounced evil which is ibnocent, every r
straint volunteervd, every self-denial whicdi is cuno-
cessary, is o positive weakeniog of our morw! foroes—
ammunition used up in & sham fight. when the roal
epemy is just 8t our doors. It isno vocommon thing,
therelore, to sec ascoticiam acvompanied by eruelty to
ethers, sanctimovlousness associ with sourncss of
heart, and separateness from the world, or disgust aod
eontempt for its pleasures, offact with spiritual pride,
barshuess of judgment and malignity of temper,

It will not answer, thea, for the religious clasito

Id | ts or pleasurcs rexpousible for that de-
:uny of munuery and inscusibility of coascience sod
which they so jusly deplore.  They bad much
better attack egotism, pride, coveloumess, indu-
Jence, Igpelﬂ_?. the vihewent passons, and dosiros of
men, i directions wod ul poiots where the saturad coa-
scicnce and the gruce of God will assist and sustain
their ousct. It ir not o the amusements, but io the
serious occupations of kociety; o busivss, dowcstic
oares and oollisions, rivalrics and competitivns ol io-
tercat, oouflicts and strifes of feeling, in bursts of pus-
«Mlon, or eecret, nusocied vices, thet reverence, obodi
euce, the love of truth, sod virtue, sod God, are lost.

Nor has nwnhli' orreligion any business to indulge ita

own laziness nnd Inck of discriuiustion by desodncing

@ the groas what hes & mixture of good aud evifin it

or to affect from policy, & disapprobation of the prin-

aple of amusement, when it oaly st heart condenins
oertain kivds and degrecs of it.  Buch want of fraok-
mess and truth involves the proper cousors of manners
in n:'glcwn and conlemp!, und tinally puts the recrea-
tien of the world, where uubappily viuch of it now i,

riewa, r
pot 8 mere indn
and 8| ised

n z]n defiance of piety, or disgust for the ohureh,

1 & not here to deny or couceal the exposure to ex-
otss, and actual lapse of the young into excoss, in the
Jove and pursuit of pleasure,  The mowent it bucomes
atything more than a relaxafion from toll—the uubeod-
inﬁm & bow kept ordinarily st its strain, the exveption
aud not the rule, the leisurs of the busy, the fun of the
seriows, the play of the worker, the scif-furgetfuloess
of the ﬂmu.gll ul, the recrvation of the weary snd
eahausmed—it is in excoss, But thiugs are 0os o be
abandored because their use requires judgment nad
pelf-control. The best things are most spen W nbuse,
and amorement, like food, love, power, money, requires
8o bave the dangers of its pursuit pointed out, but vot
Ma lawfulbess or its innocency, in its place sod degree,
denied or concealed.

It being established, then, that smnsement is ot &
#hing to be airud of, that it is & good and not an evil,
& peoessity and pot s luzury of civiligation; o mtor-
oot of socioty, which the miligicus elass, instead of re-

agee.  Jtis a much greater Bist
the ordinary taste for smneement han it i not 10
hove the orginary ear fur wosie, That most be n
stupid nature that doew not powerfully frel the attract-
iveness of the stage when ur‘rnﬁu-d ¥ snch persons
as (arrick, Tainn and the Kembles: and, puriti-d
frem what most offend the taste or conscienos ol
men, the stage, filed with moderately good perfurn-
erv, would nﬁ:rt and pratify thonsands of sober nod
discreet poople, as pothing clae could, The indiffer-
et performances of smitenrs are listoned to with an
intense gratification, which, after deducting all the in-
terest of personal sympathy with the volunteers,
demonstrates the inherent eharm of the stage. There
was never & dislogie spoken in A schiool exhibition
which was not ten ties us cxciting seany monologuo,
aud every additionnl person wdded to soene 10
creased ita fuscination o o geometrical ratio. 1f a
few rags of scenery or costupe were thrown aronad
the  perfarers, how potently  was Ui charin
ephanced! u  short, iu  precise prn{mrti--u to
an approach to the public sage waa the sionse-
ment  complete, ut why linger ovn so pinin
A point?  The  stape in e mosl  winniuge
of wmusements, becouse the combinatien and
ageregnte of sl others, The theater i itsell nomnng-
nificent place the audience a great party in becomiog
attire. 1 there were nothing bebind the cortaia, an
elegant room, brilliantly lghted, with giaceful tiers of
galleries, full of welldressed prople good hugior,
and seated in knots of acquaintances, tulking, bowing,
or garing, admirivg and being admired, would be fis-
cinnting to the social and esthetic instinets of human
beings. But there is more than this, even outside the
curtain, A great orchestrn of music, eapuble, by
its own onaided powers, of delighting an andience.
Reside s rociul party, o grand coneert, sud the eur-
tuiu pot wet risen! But the enrtuin rises and dis-
plays—what T A gifted person, reading nn cloquent
parrative, or & melodious poem, in o highly ealtivated
yoiee ! That indeed would be n bigh plensure, such
ar we sometimes engerly seck clsewhere, No! but a
whole evmpany of persons, especially endowed by
nuture for the oecuption aod trained to ite practice,
engaged in representing some historical or tictitious
story, carefully, and, by bigh and rare geuins, wrought
to n moving plot, in which each scene and act helps
on a conclusivu—where the pussions, weaknesses, vir-
tues and compliented motives of humauity, seized 1o
their most affecting and interesting aspects, are not
deseribod, but actunlly repreoseuted by persons of tal-
ent apd ekill, earefully cotperating to one geand result!
The time of the dranis mey be s thousand yeurs buok,
the pluce five thousand iniles off; but the costumes and
soinery, with learued artistic care, reproduce what
history and art Lave taught them, sod we behold
what a little exervise of the jmagivetion makes the
very action, the persons, country, town and castle the
dramatist has summoned ve to see! Can we won-
der that su imitation of lifc itslf, in its rarest, wost
passiounte, and heartanoving moments uud experi-
euces—where the alcliemy of genius and art fuses
into & few hours the whole conduct aud course of a
splendid huwon earver—n deep domestic calumity,
swhition's bloody road to s thrope, love's groat seri-
fior, jealonsy’s torturing frenre, wvarice's pinching aod
rmpm z way-—Hamlet = thought-paldied melancholy,
woar's frenzicd paterunl griet, Juliet's innocont phs-
sion, Macheth’s remorse—that a sure w0 rich,
cortly, varivusly und curiously compounded os this,
bascd upon the fevpest, wost numerons sensibilities
of our nature, should prove universslly und perna-
pently uttenctive? The dramn eondeuses whnt s
wost inteuscly interesting or affectiog in reud life, or
what from the coustitution of our oature genius kuows
might be real life, into & compact, rouwnded and fin-
i=bed story, omitting whet is common-place, irvele-
want, or n::nd[d;",vesilar'ul. und by careful ndherence to
the grent rule of art, which never forgets that its ead
in pleasure, extracting from erime, or view, or puasion
whateyer in their etunl ocourrence it would shock
us 1o behold, leaves what moves onr passions aud
affections with pleasing though tearful sensibiity,
The stage take= this drama, wod by g Lving scalpture
clothes this wondrous work of literary genius with
flosh and blood, substitutes for paper and print, men
and women, voices for words, tor the alufl pictures
of the imagination, setual scenery: for deseriptions
of eostume, ¢laborate dresses; uay, it invokes gifted
men and yet more gifted women o take these places,
and with boundless study, considerstion, expense,
builds the teple, collecis the properties, sud ar-
renges the peeny which is to convart the written into
the neted druma® and i it puesible to conceive that
human ingennity canever invent sny othier amusemest
which enn cquad, much loss exceed, thie deeply-fouud-
ed, h]ow})'-u-lmu_rhi, and most costly contrivauce for
the publiv -Irligﬁt anid recrostion of human beings?
Supposing it to be junceent, I perceive no element
wanting to render it theoretically s perfect plessure,
It appeals to the intellect, the imagiostion, the hoart,
the wenses. 1t hes the churm of poctry and music. 1t
nnites the interest of o story with the fascination of &
spectacle, 1t culls by turns ou our emotional wnd oo
our eritical facuitivs; Dow inviting us to yield o the
illasion, now to admire the skill which dl'flldc’ us; it
adda to the sympathy we fevl for the persons rapre-
sented, that we feol with those who represont thew;
that we (eel for the gemius which made them repre-
sentable: aod Rkakespeare, Humlet, aod Garrick, all
oll at our henrt-stangs in one delicicus moweat of
admiration aud sympathy. Poetry, inveatiou, story,
mimetic  talent, elocution, porscontien, speetacie,
beauty, passion, architoctare, paiating, music, society,
light, adl combine in the theater to make it the most
brillinnt, complete, und nntiring of public amusements.
Now | am not pretending, you perceive, that the
charm or sttactiveness of the stage depends firstly
and madoly upon it« moral teaching, or its moral infld-
enoe, Amusement loses its quadity whon instruetion
becumes its object, and it would be very delusive to
anticipute that people would attend the theator for
educational purposce, o cvase o attend it becouse it
wore proved uninstmetive,  The instruction to be zot
from Eu': drama or the stage wust always be incidental,
and perfectly subordinate to the plessure got from
them, 1donet doubt that there is potent instruc-
tion and moral infAuence iv Hamlet, Macbeth, the Tem-
wt, the Camester, the HMunchiback, Unode Tom's
‘abin, the Reut Day; but if the satistsctivn and
pisasure of seeing those plays depended upon their
moral influence, or if their performance could be jus-
tified cnly by their direet uscfuluiess to morals, 1 fear 1
ehould lose my coee withi the sorions class,  Cousider-
ing e moral pecessity of Leing bappy, it is the va-
rivus, wholeeome sod immense smonnt of plessure and
recroation which the theater gives that first enlists e
in it puppert. 1t anuses w0 15;:-- 8 part of our bu-
manity, amuses the kenses wad the soul. 1t colls out,
to gratify und refiesh thow, sensibilitics wnd passions,
which the ondinary life of the world dovs not bring
wito pay, wod thus rests the other aud varueet powers
wnd feelings of our noture. Bemovicg us from the
regicn of the netoal to that of the ideal; from the
spher: of the common nud natural into that of the ex-
truordionry aud nrtistic, it chungos our world and our-
selves, draws upon an cutitely new sot of powers aud
sensibilitics, whilo it allows the old mt to go to Meep,
end thus to repair their waste, while the eirele of our
developinent s compdeting, Al mmuscnent doca
this, and the theater only more, bacause it is the most
sosing of swusetpents, 10 reste wod recivstes by
calling inte mte pleacing sod iutense setivity the
gualities, pfections, emotions, ordioarily dormant in
e work-day life of socidy. There, instead of minis-
tering we mrve mibistered unte; justend of acting we
arc noted tor; instead vl.}-lnunm,; and schewiny we ot
watching pdnns and schemes; wstead of fecling for
ourssives wr are feeling for others; in<tead of toding
nfter o distant ConstURmALHON we B¢ Cjevilg 8 con-
sunmation which is perficted o five sote. Our Jove
of beauty, harmony, heroisn, our sytapathy with da-
tng, putnotian Jhssion; our Tove of light, fuim, eolor,
eloganee, sphondor; our sdmiration for genius, talent
skill, uil these sensibilities, which i actual, ploddiug
life, mercantile, domestic, or professional, gt Ltde
cxereise of indulgence, st o the thenter misistered
to, and gratified in a woy whick recreates our commog
uature,
The nse of the theater supposing it free from mora!
cbie¢tion, which 1 by b0 weans wssupw), s that it
gives so much pleasure, which i« & positive and large
udditivn to the general sum of human bappiness; aud
that iu giving this plessure, it sutisfies &0 immcnse
need of reercation, sud, guite iedependently of any
ih'.-l influenes on the moral interewts of socisty,
wilde up, and supports, and cheers the life and soul
l-fkmll.u 1 dasre vot make Lizht of pleasure.  {yvod has
ta .rl'._tnn berovolent an interest in priducing it, and
:-hnl.?t:: t:' much pain, and drudgery, sod necessary
h offset by it, to allow me to think it & small
thing that ary considernbie tass of buman bei
eased,  1wi vings are
p will not demand of amnscmen: that it shall
ditectly instrect, warn, elevate, or improve. 1If 2 “':
gennive plessury, and if it do not corrupt, deprav 5 >
wjure, 1 will bess it, aud without & vi:hlb'll‘ :Em'.- vl
invoke the benediction of Heaven on its he uda“lr;:
not, then, perversely rend backward all that has been
said of the fasoination of the theater, s if it were so
much sgainst it, and pot =0 mach i its favor. It
shall afterward ap that the stage has vesential im-
morlities and perils W socwety and the soul, wrought
into its very pature, and wseparable from it, then we

=

‘minds, and of the

Eu far we are in smooth water.

Nut the hreakers begin to threnten us at the wery
nest Flt!\. :

It is alleged, and that is fthe profeesed sentiwent of
the rerivns clars, that practieally the druma has been
a corrept and corruptmg kind of liternture putring
it lieentious and depraving verse and story the worst
and most seductive expericuces of hamanity; that it
hax papdered to vile and vulgar tactes, dramatista
Eaving often or namally been loose and anprincipie
characters, and their readers the more gay sad carc-
lees portion of society. Doubiless there is tuth, and
their is also exaggeration in this statement. The great
drametirts, whether avcient or moder, Bophocies,
Euripides, or Aristophinnes, Cakdervn, Lope de Vega,
Corueille, Racine, Bhakespeare, are, with the exception
of the courmeness which belonged to their respeetive
ages, vot open to such charges, although the ounor
lights unquestionnbly deserye severe chastement.
Eint there is nothivg pecaliar in the abuse of dramatic
litvrsture, We do pot sbandon and discount
Eu-trjr bechuse Rochester wrote immoral verses, and

foore and Hyron, poeme which nobody should read.
We do vot give aop Richardeon, and Beott, aud
Diekens, nnd ’fhurk--m)‘. bucaase Filding and Bmol-
lett, Fugene Bue and Dumas have often shused their
great puwers, The hest things are most open to
abure; aud drammatic literature, you will confoss, has
ot been oftener or worse pervirted and depraved
thun religioun literature,  Tudeed, the Church seized
on the drams when she waa most busy in manipulating
the bumnn miud into superstition, and perpetrated
sienter blasphemies and obscenitics in the so-called
{ysteries, written and seted in the Middle Ages, than
the dramatic writers of England or Franen have ever
fuisted into their wost abominable plays, The drama
is 0 kind of literature whose permatency is gunrmnteed
by the corstitution of man, Begiuning with the very
otigin of litersture, and continuing thus fur on it his-
tory with every promise of ending ouly with its life—
we must expect it to reflect and share the fortunes of
humanity and to find iteelf, now in the hands of cu-
nobled, and now of descerated geunis; here the instru-
ment of the uuserupulous, there the vehicle of truth,
bover and inepiration. But how many dissolute sud
depraving drathutists and deamas would not the judi-
civus and the conscientious copsent to bear with, snd
gusrd pgninet, sovner than lose Bhakespeare alone out
of the wuild ! The mischievous jack-o-lanterns and
fulse lighta of ‘lnnd und ses may shive on forever, i
we can only extinguish them by blowing out the atars
und quenching the sun, We cannet obliternte Wash-
ington to wipe Amold out of American history, though
trenchery hupg by his sKirts alone to the furtuses of
tLe race. We must Jet the tares grow to the harvest for
the suke of the whent, The druma #tands inits own
right, nnd in the righe of its great pricets, the wonder-
ful interpreters of humavity and great recreators of
the race: and all the wpostates and erimiuals who
huve descernted its pure and beautiful sbrine cannot
ke ite pature otherwise than lawful and honorable
and entitled to the protection of universal resson sud
justice, It is indeed deplornble that the written drame
sbould have ever thrown its fascination around viee
and erime, as it 15 always terrible when geuius and
wit, when art and skill, euter the serviee of the devil.
Most end it is that pleasure should ever be nssocinted
with folly, or amusement extracted from sin,  But lit-
eruture is pot responsible for the abuses to which ley-
ity and immorality turn any of its powers; and it is
pot the drema, but the public and the dramatic au-
thors who are to be censured for the production aud
envoutngement of lux, immoral aud corrupting g!a_y.-.
On this point | ehall speak more fully und o better
advantage at ansther period of this addreas,

And now, if, whatever the theory may be, the drama

iteelf hiws been practicully degraded and abuscd 8« a
spreeics of popular literatime, until sober snd discrect
prople, as & clans, have thought it wise sud necessary
to discountenunce the reading of plays—how muc
ought the thenter, the acted drama, to be discounte-
nayced and destroyed, when we consider how ite ac-
tual, pructical character differs from its theoretical
oue: and how little what i= said in defense of the ideal
stuge applics to the real one ! For what has the theater
not been doring its modern existence, if the allegations
aud aecusations of the religions  clase, uttered in o
thousand tones, ure to be taken without abatement?
Hus it pot been n= mueh the focus of viee as the cen-
ter of plessure 7 Have wot intempersoce and leew-
tiousniers found & congenin] howme  within its walls?
Have not the extmyagunt fashion, the unserupulous
wit, the reckless possion of the world, beeu ite chiel
patrons, und found theuselves o their puturad sod vo-
reproved plece before or bebied the footlight= ! Haye
pot acturs and Getresses, as o closs, been regarded, by
the pulpit, s licensed sinuers—utter strnogurs o ro-
briety and purity : sa persons whose very oecupation
copdenmed them to e sbasdonment of worality sod
deceney—whose Bille wis Shokespeare —whose talile
of commandments the rules of the greev-room—their
udgtent-sent, the public—their best heaven, the sp-
pitise of the hoxes—their oaly holl, the condemantion
of the pit? Have wot the yvoupg commenced their
career of disobedicnce 10 .-h-nIm;; off tothe play-house;
nud have not its eaciting and pussiomnte secnes—its
zlittering audience apd bewiteling sctors—ita ready
bar-room, anid as rendy courtesans, softeped nnd be-
traved their feeble virtue, and fisiabied in positive vice
what begau in youthful tully ! Huve oot indecest ex-
wenre, obseenity or profonity of wit, wnuendo and
L\ily. characterized the stage®  Has wot the thester
been the haunt of gaublers, jockexs, wen of pleasers,
women uf the world—of sl the light and ecarcless por-
tien of the eominunity, aud is it pot esevntinlly vo now?
Moreover, have not highly immoral plays—in which
successful villainy or roguery bas beenspplauded—the
fents of rome Jack Sheppard or Poul Clitford romanti-
cally beld up to the admirstion or imitation of youth;
thie betrnyad of female virtue excused; the wuthority of
wise purents made o ntemptible; the rules of moruldity
hield up to ridicule, nnd the habits of piety satirized
aud seurped ? Have not the serious fricnds of onder,
purity, industry wnd religion, fult the theator to be the
very vecnce of worldlivess, wickedness, tomptation
aLd sin—an institution to be cxrluded to the lateet mo-
ment from every wellgoverued comiaunity—to by
avuided by all sober and public-spirited citizens, aad
pluced under the speciol ban of formal religion, as thn
devil's own domain, the very gate of hell ?

Now, 1 hare o profound though 8 cautions reepoct
for geniral impressions, nod partioularly for tbe 1o-
stinets of the rdigions cowunity, and from all [
bave read, or learned by direct observation or special
inquiry, 1 believe that the ondivary verdict of scrious
pulpit, respeeting the theater, has
miany piieful elements of truth i it.  But I belleve
equally that it exbibits much extravazance, conlusion
aud illogical resscuing. Moo particulardy, 1 cow-
pluin that this verdict feaves entirely out of view the
usew of the theater, considening only its abuses; that
it takes po pains to recogmiit What is guod, ioits
engeruess to peint oot what is evil—or to discriminato
between what is essential and what s accideatal in
tLis institution; that it oou the evils around,
w.th the evils within the theater, and, to come directly
to the point, fuils to inquire and explaic why, and by
whose fuult, sud in accondance with what law, it is,
thyt the mauorality sed reckiessness of society, ite
folly snd vice, bave clustered about the theat'r, [
do Bot dewy the fact; but 1 deny the totally condemna-
tory inferences draws from the fact. ¥ of in truth, the
theater is the very place where, for no fault icherent
i iteelf, the preéusting fllica and vices of society
will poeeasarily become spparent. We do not expect
to find the folies and vice: of sucicty, the levity and
egse of 4 commupity, guthenisg rvund schools and col-
leges, wiorkehops and churchee, sccnes of labor sud
Cute, 80Y more thaw we expoct 10 fiod fies settling oo
shubarh and aloes, snd nol o8 molasses and booey.
But it would be quite s reasobable to give up suzar
because vermin ane foud of it, as to give up pleasure,
be catiee fucls aud knaves, the h‘h‘.ln_d. e wicked,
make it their chief foud. _H'\""'J‘* }Ulnl)f spende his
whle tine in laughter, sobricty does ‘not propose to
disnse the risible muscles; becat-e drockennces ruins
thousands, aud’gluttony teus of thousands, virtuous
society doss not eapect to give up e and dricking,

One very large class of the perils of humanity is in-
evitably and judiseolubly aasociated with ita pleasure.
loving prepensities. 1t 1s of the eesence of plossure
w lull conrcience to nlorr. and throw humanity off it
attitude of resistance, ‘This 1= Dot its weakness, but
its strepgth; its use and chano OO of its camvfess.
ne aand ghandon, 11 it did ot do this, it would uat
be the recrestion of eociety. 11 men were thicking of
their duty, or their busivess, =ll-discipline, of judg.
ment to tome, of segons spd solemn concerns in'theyr
amusenents, they would straightway become no
louger amnsements, but trying occupations. It ix, of
course, then, of the very pature of pleasure, o expose
and tr¥ the character; the power= of nosistance are re-
laxed  the mind and beart are left to the impressions
of the time and srene. f'tl'l here, then, is the place
where the positive, tangible vices uf society must ap.
pear, or rather, one grent class of them—those that
affect the sepees. Bat this by no means setties the
churacter of pleasure, any wore than it settles the
vharacter of the gustatory perve, that if R did not
give us pleasure to eat, there would be no glattony;
to drigk, o intenipernnce!  The pleasnre of eating
avd drinking i+ o universal apd positive blessing, and

what ia bad and depravieg there, but that they are ai-
tracted by what isbad aud depraving. [ suppase thein
to be attracted precisely by what would sitract me or
f:u’ of auy innocent or well-intentioned persou—by the

e o % asure, spectacle, rouiety, talent, beauty,
light, arebitecture: and I suppose then to be very in-
nceert, so far ax the enjoyment of these things is con-
cerned. That, knbwing their presence, and coerse-
ness or unecrupMonsness, the stage shoakd cater to it,
i» & monstruus evil; that fully and weakoess should
ficd those waiting for them there to practice on their
propensities, thut they should earry their wices aod
tastes to the theater with them, in & dreadful aud
grdeviable misfortnne to society, But 1 sm yet
to see how, becawse the wicked and the eare-
jess like what the good aud the careful aléo
like —namely, pleasore—it makes pleasure wrong
acd how, becanse the theater, in its character of
AN amnsement, attracts the viclous and the depraved,
it proves it to be & vicions and depraves] amusement.
Huve the vicious and depraved oo human universal
tartes left ! Are they not still men and women?  Are
pot some of their doings and feclings such as the good
srd the innoeent canshare ! Forny own pait, 1 believe
the theater has, in every age, exhibited the vices sud
fullies of society rather than created them, snd that it
has owed its reputation for evil mafuly to the fact that
it bas besn the only place in which the decency, or
virtne, or propriety of society has met the indecency,
the viee and disreputablencss, Now, if the theater
bad jroduced this mdeecncy, viee or disreputable-
pess, or encouraged it, wye should utterly condemn it;
but, 1 believe, on the contrary, potwithetanding
ite imperfect adinivistration, it hae done something
to correet it Perhaps the moat inuocent hours of the
sictous hove bren those in which they were publicly
g used under the profection of spciety,  For the ju-
pecent plessure, which even vice and folly get out of
their existence, is the ouly part of their carecr wo can
look at with oy eatisfaction; sl else is loss and ruio.

But, whatever the effect of the theater ix, or Las
been, having nothing escertially wrong in its priuci-
ple, and baviog proved itself to be, in fact, whal in
theory it has already shown itself to be, the most ate
tractive and permanent of amusemeuts, 8 fixed and
indestructible tact, it ssems to me that avowed mor-
alists apd Christian leaders aud gumides have commit-
ted & grave and hurtful errur in their mode of dealing
with it. They have made the drama and the stage
amswerable fur all the vices and follics which bave
gathered rouud them—a course as unjust as to make
the mutket responsible for the dogs and rats, the
thieves and knas es, sure to find a burvest (o thet most
frequented and pecessary place.

1 kmow it will be replicd, thst patence with es:il.
couneoted with what is necessary, does not jusiify
patience with evils associated with what is net neces.
sary;: that beceuse comerce makes & dangarous life
for sailors, we are not to place the dangerous life for
actors, whiel the theater produces, upon the sate plen
of a great social necessity: that the vices and follies
of trade, of religion, of domestic life, all of wisch are
curdingl sod necessary and nataral futerests of bu-
manity, do pot stand at &ll upon the sane ground of
absuliite discountennnoe which the viees and fulliss o
an artificinl, unproductive and unpeccesary minuse-
ment occupy. But there are various forms of necess
sity, and | am pot sure that the neccasity of being
anused is not as fixed and futal s necessity s that ot
being fed and warmed, It is not necessary in the same
sense, and yet it may be equaily a pecessity, We do
not commonly place lewure, laughter, love, among the
necessaries of life, alvngside of bread end water, tire
and shelter. Yet ino broad view of social taterests
ond human requirements, mu{ would be found to reuk
with them, oot in the sawe claw, but under the same
panie of actunl wecessaries of a true, bealthful and
vigorous socinl life, That may well be said to be
uecessary, which, age after age, and in precise pro-
to: tion to the influence of eivilization and even of

‘hristionity, is found supported and sustained in the
very face of the church, and under the formal bun of
religions society, That the theater bas survived the
usago it has recvived from the pulpit aad the morulist,
exbibits at leastits wonderful vitlity; sud when we
E' reeive that geoers] consure and diseouragement
seve not the slightest effeet eitber in putting it down
or in iwiproving it, why du we not bo:lf.n to inquire
what might be done-by treating it w andor aed
sympatliy, to save its uses, and correct its abuses; to
turn its leecinaticns to the aoeouet of human happi-
ness, and detach it from the artiicial sssceiutions
which wre the real uljects of our suspicion snd di-like?

When I eunsider that eight theaters are open i this
city for »ix nights of every woek; that they are con-
stantly frequented, though in wary different dogrees,
by all’ classes of the comumunity, eacept & portion of
those technically styled protessors of religion; that
the tartes, mornls, snners, happiness of bundreds of
thousands of poople are affected by them for good or
evil, to a degree which slmost rendors the theater a
rivid of the chiurch, 1 oonfuss that the vistoess of this
metrvpoliten iuterest is too serivus an cloment in our
whole civie chameter and humas prospects, to make
o willing to ignorw it; or, the hope of crushing it be-
ing preposterous, to slow me to «it casy whiie it re-
maine hostile to morality, or in open competition with
religivn, 1 must, for my pouce sake, seo what of
it is that gives life to this sturdy trve, which hus been
w0 lung stricken with the lightuings of the church and
still survives in greeaness. 1 must do what [ esn to
direet the offorts of piety sud mornlity sguinst whit is
vulsersble in the theater, that their amrows may no
longer be :frftd upen it adumantine portions. |
wwt sirive W obtain & tuce between the theater and
the church, the dramatie world and the religious world,
lovg enough fur oandid consideration of thil mutusl
causes of jewlousy and suspicion, their seatid opposi-
ticn and ulicvation; and endeavor, after all our u?::u
to crush the theater huve fadod, to get the public and
the dramatic profi=sion tu upite with the moral sud
serious portivns of the commuuity, or, whut s more
difficult, the moral and scrious portions with thew, to
reform the theater; to reduee it 1o ity theoretie, iuno-
vent and beneficent office; to make it & legitimats 1o-
te vl uud homest charm of society, under the suile of
virtue sod the protectivn of ruligivn,

You will not wuppose me igoorant of the alarm or
misgiving with which such & hope avd offort are sure
W be received by the class with, whom I em arguing,
They will aay, that induad of reforming the theater,
we rhall deform the church; that religion loses fts
power over mep the moment it shows acy sympatby
with their self-indnlgent tastes, and that sn sbeolute
distrust und discountranaes of the thuater, 8 complete
and thorvugh separation from it, ae from plague snd
pullution, ik the only wuy to escape its pernicious in-
liuence, This, I aln aware, is the almost universal
method of dealivg with the subject wnong scrious per-
soms, and it is bevause 1 distrust the general principls
which keepe the world and the dwn'rut arma’ leogth,
that 1 sm emboidened to it in *he stroogeet sod
moet marked form which this opposition or distinotion
bne ever taken, 1 speak as a friend and humble dis-
ciple of the chureh; w full believer in Listorical, or-
gunized Chnstiavity, a sorrowful observer of the de-
olive of worship, of faith and of reverence in our
American socicty, But lthirk the weskness of the
chureh se apiestitution maiuly due iu our day to it
negleet to claim the world os ite charge, sod to assume
its ruperintendence. I utterly repudiate * the touch
wot., taste pot, handle pot” principle, us unsound in
theory, and impotent i pmetice. 1o proportion as the
church Lss shut itself up in its own peculiar Ufe aoud
sanctity, it bue ervated vices in iteell and alluwed thewn
iu the world; in proportion s the world Las excluded,
benished or lost the church from its plessures sod its
o mpationship, it bas degeocmted iu virtue end en-
i 'iL.n waged the funaticism and dogostiam of & religious
LI 1N

Keligion i= the ealt of the world—aot o be hoarded
in bard sod polished eryetuls, a8 in its original islands,
plittering upun the distaunt view of passing navigators,
but suther to be gathered, and ground. and mixed with
the daily fued of seviety, givicg purity and davor to
all we feed upon.  Chinstisuity ie the leaven of the
world, inedible in the lump &mdymlm in ~paration,
hut, mivad with the substance of practical life, lendin
wholesowe bees, gusto and nutritiv envs= to what woul
uthierwise be crude, heavy sud bortiul. Whe shall
teach, who pertormo this, if not the church ! Cluist
Lrpr the company of puﬁlivann and sinners, and was
culled ** 8 nen gluttooous apd & wine hihber;” and
the church hes only cultivated self-righteouspess,
fausticicic und false fervor o itself, aod & more wo-
bridled vice, levity and cnme iu the world, whea it
lLus understood its duty so little 8a to draw a visshle
Line botween the l'!il-l-ﬂ‘h sod the woild—establish dif-
ferent stundards of morality for thoee iuside and these
vutaide of its pale; abandouing sovinl life and public
apusement, snd what is st aniversslly attractive
atd dopgerous, to the unaided charge of the wor
and istrenching itelf in 8 munotooous, unluvely i
w]lt_hhl‘p_m-lnulll'u of its own, :

Totkis policy must we ascribe its obvin
power in the world.  Much of the genius, I.M't:: m
tnre, poutry, art of society, are ady out and fast
going cut of the churehi; and philosophy, socinl and
tatoial seivnce, are now, to an alanning extent, in
open or secret alicuation from it. But, thank God, the
world is guining much that the church s loxing, for
be precupts sud spint of Christ, separated frow ecole-

the warld than with the chureh; with common hunan-
ity thau any lect portion of it; with confessed sinners
than s li-as nnd saints—for 1 believe that Christ,
who is the light of the world and not of the church
alone, is more permancntly :
wou heart aud fortunes and fenlings of
large, than of any frac i
lect, ur sell-appropriative of his
It, then, the theater were as bad as the place
which the haples, emring women came, who play such
an effective part in our Savior s ministry—asd it often
hns that special claim on our mingded pity snd help—I
abould oot aceount it Christian to abandon the !hﬁ\- o
itaelf, or to permit any self-saving seruples to nia
At interest of suciety which Christinos are oot bound

wankind at

watoe and patronage.

benrance of the mistakes and projudices of the pious—
for | know how hobest and real many of them are.
Brt 1 must be faithinl to my own light and to the race,
Those who, under that straoge but utter blindness as

are liable, are willing 10 separate themselves from the
fortunes of their race, to save their own souls witbout
much diminution of their joy that millions of their
fellow-creatures are I.n-in]i theirs; to regard the ordi-
pary and common life of the world as profane, and not
und{r the biessing of God, or the grace of our Lord
and Savior, may consistently joiu in denuuciation of
amusenents in geperal, and the theater in icular,
But as, by God s grace, 1 beleng not to this body, sod
share vove of its partisl views or exclusive hopes and
prospects, I depart in no degree from my rinciples
e & minister of Christ, or a teacher of morals re-
Hgion, in ineluding the theory and the practice of
smusements, in the wheme of my pulpit instructions
and my socinl reeponsibilitics, or in countenaneing the
principle, and ro for A= exaudoation may justify it, the
iostitution of the theater.

Assuniing, then, that the theater i« a great and im-
portant fact, an institution w0 vitsl nm‘rlmpu:u. that
even the serious evils connected with it, cannot crush
it; assuming it as already proved that its foundations
lie deep in the wants of fluman pature and municipal
soclety; assuming that the course hitherto pursued by
the church sud the organized friends of morality in re-
gard to it, has had litle good effect, 1 would now in-
quire what course duty, 1ruIirJ.‘ and piety preseribe in
regand to the theater. To apswer this quostion, we
wust recnll mod olassify the evils already refermed to,
which goud citizons and Christions deplore, aod then
ark ourselves, in view of the considvrations already
produced, how they arise, and how they way be
abated, These evils full under foar heads:

1. The identification of the theater with frivolity,
worldliness, morsl indifference, and spintual aputhy,
ard its general tendency to reproduce them,

2 Ite direet or covert sasociation with, sod cocosr-
agement of, intempernnee and ligentiousness.

3. The immorality of plays, either in their geoeral
epirit and dritt, or in their details, with the use of
wanners, vostumes, langunge, insinuation, intentional.
Iy shocking to modesty, and destructive of reversoee,

4. The bad eifect of theatrical life upon actors aud
sitresses—in & word, the usworthy personal character
of the dramatic profession.

These evils, as we have seen, have been inmenss
and are still confessedly great. They have some of
them®been much greater than they are, and little
tharks are due to the Church, or the rustodiana of
public morals, that they have buen reduced. The
tirst is, perhsps, nearly as great as ever; the second
has deeidedly leasencd; the third bas recontly in-
creased; the fourth is hopefully dimmished. From

as I ane, 1 would sooner take my place and part with |

& resident with the com- |
sion of hwnauity, however s- |

from |

et |

{0 scrutivize aud oversee, | desire to speak with for- |

to their own frame of mind, to which truly good wea |

pleasures in detinoee of what they themsalyves
| to be right.  Neat, in their prosence there be
| the unly possible and effective censorship in & country
I like oure, recuring the selection of pla of & hamn.

Joss and spotles character, and their
manper devorvus aud unblamable, the
| influence would exclude—for it has Fﬂlli,r A
already—drinking-places and mmproper m"" "t
{ such, from the piny-honse; and, finally, their s
napce, requirement and sappo:t would give artom and
sitresses the stoength ned couvage they so much ey
to rise above the penls of lbm.rl.m-\u. aud
i w-sll.'un. and lt.u uz:ll.ia‘;“ pl.nm.:ih other
and respectable wjwn the common plafory
| ufﬁ:ora] and Christian Mhﬂm
e sUZRestions are Dot The
| based upon what is slready bogun, sod sow ..,':_.
|' The rxistence of 8 place like Niblo's

bonorable mention should pever fail to be made of thyg

ioneer in theatrical reform in this community
| lisem Niblo—which sober people of the les , Wi

laced religious sects could atiend without Josa
| of standing, bas worked no small revolution in ta s,
| ternal decancy of theatrical matters and
! in this city amd country. That disgusting and m
| gallery once allotted to vice —formerly deemed

ralile the theater—has

abandoned . while the bar bas at least retired from
public sight, and ls, we trust, fimally to retire from s
cret exist It ix oD Zing to learn, that eves,
pow, the saloon for confectionery agd ices is ware
profitable in some theaters thun the drinking-shop, sad
where 8 pood orchestra exists, comparatively few
cave their scats between the acts for sny otherm
freshment,

Is it not patint, too, that every theater purifies it
self tomeet the precise taste for purity which it dis.
i’\n-m ib ita mnm leasu from others—for |

ave wv fApeTience—yon #
gndualeréu approsches to absolut lpo(,;, of
words and a very remote, to a quite
ratisfactory, or at any rate, encournging nearness to
the standard of true morality, by omn‘ the ¢
racter and class of the audiences who support
varions theaters of New-York. 1 am aseured by
Ctwi-tian gentlemen of Boston, that thy principal thes.
ter iz that city is s free from a reproach of ippasity
or irmeverence, as the ordinary circle of good soety,
Aud what hm@d relaxation of the eode whi

has excluded worth and sobricty from the thea-
ter, has effacted this ial reform ! Dows not
pro lie only in this direction ! And it is because
of the ebundant proof from all quarters that progress
i» making, that | Lave been encouraged and compelled
to become a laborer in this ield. But even now, jtjs
imnpossible to read the acconnta of the stags, the

of the playe, without perceiving how nrgoutly the

ter stands in need of a grave: eengorshi the foar
and of the support of & wiser, more nad
i re solid m of the pezile. I do *
even now, that the theater, in the character of ita

is nt all worse mu.‘mmb of the liurum which finds
its way, unreproved, ioto our parloms bedroous;
and -5 may thaok the iﬂdll‘nnl; :i!;y a sickly upzn

for Freueh novels, for the popn
morbid and undermining drama of the
which, becsuse it is decent in words, the inveent
not ive to be indecent in eonseptivn sad de
ing in its main drift. 1t needs a Christian int
8 sure, firm, motal instinet, to rec:

weterive nmg :lf the iulduBJu o ww
comuption " . But I tr jove
doven wen of unqmrd purity, h{lﬂ
vation of tone, eonld, at & single
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what do thess evils nainly arise 1 Who i resp
for them, and who can abate them ¢

1 beiive from my very soul—aud to what other con-
¢lusion hoa the whole evidence tended '—that the
Church and the so-cnlled vity sud moral worth of
MI\;"H-! are ‘r;nlly. ll:iw.gh indiroetly Fn:!h unintention-
ally, the authors an pagators ol tlml\.lqil-l.l' t
di.aifﬂur and perilous T uencea of the theater, leav-
ipg both the dramatic profession and the ablic at
latge comperatively blameless, and aaswersble ouly
for 1ts more veniul sins. _

The Catholic Chureh in medixval times, in the
prosecution of its seltish designs to control the humaa
mind, hed recuscitated the heathen drama—which in
former ages had reficed and elevated the morals of
Greeoe and Rome—in the shape of its own odious
mysterics and moralitica, The inherent instincts of
hiinan oeture, speedily reverted to the anciout stand-
ard, wnd gave birth to secular performances, more
genially and truly depicting the hopes and passions of
wnr race,  Jealous (rF such @ rival, ita competitor
in revenue and popular induence, it forthwith excom-
municated nctors, and denied them Christian burial.
Thus commenced that wicked, seifish, aod narrow
pelicy, which, adopted aad redinforced by Puritan
Judices, was continued and strengthesed by the Frot-
estunt Church, spd now «o largely possesscs the serious
class, that the theater, the most popular sod inevi-
table of public amusements, has bocn mainly aban-
doned to the unblessed aud reckless eare of those wil-
ling to defy both Church and morality ! What is to
be expected of & community from which good mes s
taught to Bee—of no institition avowedly made over
to the Devil and his children? What ocould the thea-
ter be expected to bocome—in itaelf, its influcuce, its
netors—under sush s curse, but barreo of figs, aad
profiic ouly in thoros and briam f

In sober truth, it redounds to the credit of humaa
pature, und to the esscntial purity of art, to the whole-
someness of public amuseacnts, and the seli-olevating
cheraeter of the theater, that under this terrible repu-
tation aud moral eclipse—desertion by the good, sad
cherishing by the evil —the drama bas maintamed &
deceney, exerted an iafluence, and produced a clas
notindicetable by the ordinary stusdarls of socicty,
but coly by the specinl class who seek to malutalo &
dogmatic standard, The vices of the theater have nai-
formly been those of the tme—oo WoT:, BU Worse,
The thenter bas had o serious vices of its own, like
trade, with its fraud aod perjury; like the church,
with ita hypoerisy and arrogunce, The mirror of bad
times, it has reted the vices that passed before it,
oot those it origineted. Drunkencess has canied its
victims, and licentiousness ita voturies, into its pre-
civets. Profapity asd eoarseness from the pit aad
boxes have requined profenity snd coarscness from the
stuge, while vulgarity and ignorance have demanded
ront and fustinn, Whatis the theater, that we should
expect it to be wise, and morad, aad pure, and rev-
erentisl, to ap audivoee that, by the theory of the clusa
1 addresa, cares little for these qualities, and wheo it
has no character to lose by ::; iuudering it may prac-
tice to the d|fndtd taeton of the rabble or the reck-
lers ! Were the church iteelf frequented only by the
runn!ud the wicked, how long do you imagine

e pastors would be pure and the doctrize sound |
No iterest, 00 cluss, cun bear the withdrawsl of the
virtuous portion of society. The theater has borue it
quite as well as the chureh would, aa the state of reli-

ion in Mexico or In Frauce, or even im portiens of
estant Germany wight testify,

The levity, excess, association with viee, and gen-
erul lack of moderation in the theater; its opposition
tu, or defance of religion; its lax morals and beod
taste, dl‘b:mllt:’y tomth utllllem, are due, mainly, in
wy judgmen! # unhaj separstion ween
the church and the Iuﬂd—thgps,uidw sod examples in
morals and virtue, and the public ot large; and to the
~pecial emphasi= which this separation had in the
case of the theater.  What are we to look for, in gep-
ersl, when the young and the old go looger mingle in
the same society; when the grave and the gay keep
themeelves systematically apart; sod society is di-
vided ivto those who partake and enjoy amusement,

ress in
and nurrowed by the lack of them !
American socity, thui the gay e (0o gay;
too grave: the voung too ﬂ“iggty:

places of public amusement are too
to the great injury of their
tended by o #pecial class, when the in
the clase who rew utterly
wet with s twofold charm—namely,
veciety, home, aad intercourse wi
interesting and repul-ive,

to higher, purer and leas superficial tastes’ In addi-

blind protest sgainst the sad scriowmess of
“* fun, frolie, nunsense, beasty, leisure still left in the
“oworld,” When domestic life and relyious life shall
both learn how l;; im-a.-: xmgvlv-m with t.l;e charms of
s, and the mild as asing graces of & thy,
we may anticipate some diminution of the {?epe;n{
taste which the young people of our day have for the
theater. But until the more sober citizens, and anr re-
ligions people allew themeelves some  generous parti-
cipation in the plessures and amusements of the world,
they willoeither know whatart is, nor what its powers
apd fascipations are. Brooght up on a bard diet of
duty, they have to bive in o corner of thel
wide and comgplex natare, and cannot understand this
outbreak of their ehildren into the fields of romanes,

ment pot =0 exclusively attractive, by being sdapted |

tion to its her offices, the theateris now & sortof | eilly injostice of the law.
" trade | callings once aud

and the hard gravity of piety. It says, ** there is some |

| matic profession, Liss #

assion apd asthetion, It is an inearrection of natare

wr her rights, and an inmurrection which will ripen

it impossible for ruch pl:g.uﬂu
nlar * Camille,” with « ool
heard. It is by'::dwa- ﬂerll.lB
are impurs, or intend wreng. But
and ml:-hhvona theories, and t
formd on wrong and mischisvous the
w:muhmpmmnm be fixed
0 i w great s w
to ﬂl"l& Eem by her mﬁl-imni'
kindly eotreated and emcouraged
fame in & better and more

Thousands amw in innoce
the from Mh#g:; but the
which held others on juk of rui
e
toa. n s the L
the learved, wise and r?;om-lb!n mn'of
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comms-

Bity, to be lea their metruining and eln::
proeenoe, thelr supervision ladjmnﬂ. to

and improve a pl of resort, Mrnlﬂﬁ
their pnptl-.ttmroaTuh.M parishioners,

at any rate attend T 1 hesitate not to say, clearly they
ought—even at the expense of being shocked, or dis-
gurted '—eleardy they ought, from duty alone. But

tuko awa sretition and fear of h, the
would m% to go from duty lbn‘:u’?h“r w
enjuy the relaxation which their i
they would moderata by mﬂaw in 1asle
m" the exclusiveness
god passions

ecomed
hold the stage, and the .-m“'d-‘-:nm

the full, would not covet

tal pature, which makes one bad only create &

morbid appetite for anether; and w
' .

i

from
alit o:l‘ [*c“lbuu‘r, :rle Im A
y C iun checks, 1 at these

Lave proved utterdy hmﬁrl.u-i.ntu,y. have re-
acted upou the cbureh and public morals—thal
thie thester is uone the better tor this frown,
church wuch the worse, [t affects only the {sce that
wewrs it. Besides, positive iofluence is o thoussad
times more powerful negutive, One good
going to the theater, does it more good than o b
E-mmwho vay away can doit. 1 believe it i

re. Mowatt who states in her Recolleotions of the
&m,h&hhﬂdw the !‘I.I‘dﬂ!ﬂ M«yl&'

 mALagrIIent, ¢ presence of & single
eminent and wirfuous charscter in the Mm '
ehma and qualfy the whole lﬁhm;ﬁo
ribaldry, reprvscing inuendo, o uttiog
oompasy outheir vml bebuvior: nri the mausgon of
theaters in New-York dircetly continn the f:h B
proved by their own experience,  'What might not the

=3

vxpected and certain of a suall
by o sy <t g e off it e
and deeency, in tho theater, do to what in
jeetionable io the whole character of plays sud play-
err—the #pirit and temper of the I
I come sow, finally, to the of the influ-
m--;r the theater on the dramatic o B itself,
which was, in wy original inteution, b purpose
of this address. yfun will excnse me, and geu.
Uemen of the theater, for having 8o talked over
your hoads to the commozity, but it has
really beap in your and service; and [ promise
to eonfine mywif wholly in what remains, 10 your
immediate case.
It is unqueetiounbly truc, that the exelusion of the
| theater fmftﬁe mpsthies of o and command- =
ing Wn" o O N s immoral
dnngerous, has exerted 8 most and }
influence opou the dramatio profe M

calling @n};_uhble-pronume aud maistain i

be, under ordinary circumstances, a disqualification

for general socicty—hold itin constant and steady sase-
thy senscs—and have

and these who abstsin from and deery it! Wil it not | ciation with all the vices of
necessarily oovur that ope eloss will ruin iteelf by ex- |

iros &l 700 KB 40 degiude tn Sone;  Gnd $6 puder 18

pleasures, whie the other 1s seriously injured | renlly dugerous and worthy of suspicion. If all sur-
I# it notolear,in | geons were still lled to be and were beld
the grave | 1o the repute of you can see the &
:haoﬁquud. that | ble state of that profession would be, Were the Eng-
exciusively, and | lish clergy of the lower still everywhere pat be-
babitual froquenters, at- | low the salt, and amoug the servants
i inglimg of | great houtes, ns Mocaulsy [ were even in
shun them, would 8t ones | the time of James IL, they oe the servile
to meke general | nnd sensual hody then were, Were butchen
the sober, less, un- | #till made incapable on , when hife
and the places of suuse- | was ot stake, because of the cruelty of their

trade and sature, they
reputation for femcity, -u‘;'r_h_it only in scorn of the

rieen ubove public odium,
eruel reprobation.
paciety could offer,
ous lives, bas been
ouly the religions: but the
held them to n

sdopted their calling, must
avd to purme it, must
virtue, Juttut:d from th.dﬂc“fdv,
the very Jews ond gypsies

what could sustain Edl- at the
of bhuman worth, dizabilities
vary and degrading? When Uanecendent

the ravest pocin! giita have eunbled 8 few o
the barrier which has excloded their class
iety, the very grounds of their reception bave




